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1021 NORTH GRAND AVENUE EAST, P.O. Box 19276, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62794-9276 • (217) 782-2829 

PAT QUINN, GOVERNOR 	 JOHN J. KIM, INTERIM DIRECTOR 

(217) 557-8155 
(FAX) 782-3258 

October 23, 2012 

NAVFAC Midwest IPT EV 
Attn: Ms. Terese Van Donsel 
Building 1A, 201 Decatur Avenue 
Great Lakes, Illinois 60088-2801 

Re: Draft Remedial Investigation/Risk Assessment 	 0971255048 — Lake 
Report for the Site 12, Harbor Dredge 	 Great Lakes Naval Station 
Spoil Area, Naval Station Great Lakes 	 Superfund/Technical 
Great Lakes, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Van Donsel: 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA or Agency) is in receipt of the Navy's 
responses to Agency comments on the Draft Remedial Investigation/Risk Assessment Report for Site 
12 — Harbor Dredge Spoil Area, Naval Station Great Lakes, Great Lakes, Illinois. They were dated 
October 9, 2012 and were submitted via electronic mail that same day. The Remedial Investigation 
(RI) was conducted to determine the nature of fill material that was placed in the Harbor Dredge Spoil 
Area and to identify current or potential human health or ecological risks associated with the site. The 
Agency has conducted a review of the Navy's responses and has the following additional comments to 
provide. 

1) Responses to Comments 1-15 — Response acceptable, provided the changes are made 
appropriately. 

2) Response to Comment 16 — The fifth paragraph of the subject response needs to be 
revised. The fmal sentence of the proposed textual addition to Section 5.2.1.1 does not 
accurately reflect the descriptors in the previous table of mobility index values. The 
remainder of the response is acceptable. 

3) Responses to Comments 17-25 — Response acceptable, provided the changes are made 
appropriately. 
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4) Response to Comment 26 — Response acceptable, provided the additional samples 
discussed in response to comment number 25 are collected, analyzed, and the results 
incorporated into the RI Report. 

5) Response to Comment 27 — Response acceptable. 

6) Response to Comment 28 — The approach outlined in the response is acceptable. 
However, on two occasions the site is incorrectly referred to as Site 9. 

7) Response to Comment 29 — It is unclear whether a side-by-side comparison of risk 
spreadsheets will be provided as promised in the response to Comment # 28. This 
comparison is helpful for evaluation of the overall magnitude of the differences and should 
be included. The remainder of the response is acceptable. 

8) Response to Comment 30 — The statement presented in Bullet 1 arguing to exclude 
California EPA toxicity values, is unacceptable. California EPA's compilation of toxicity 
values is accepted by U.S.EPA and explicitly included as a Tier 3 source recommendation 
in their 2003 OSWER guidance for identifying legitimate sources for toxicity values 
(Human Health Toxicity Values in Superfund Risk Assessments, OSWER Directive 9285.7-
53). The remainder of the response is acceptable. 

9) Response to Comment 31 — Response partially acceptable. The response agrees to include 
the requested exposure route, but states that the route will be labeled as an incomplete 
pathway because groundwater is not used as a drinking water source. While that is accurate 
for the current receptors, it does not accurately account for future receptors. A potentially 
complete pathway could exist if the groundwater use restriction were to be lifted in the 
future. Therefore, for those future receptors the soil-to-groundwater exposure route should 
be labeled as potentially complete. 

10) Response to Comments 32 and 33 — Response acceptable, provided the changes are made 
appropriately. 

11) Response to Comment 34 — While the provided language helps clarify the use of the 
harbor sediment data for comparison, that data does not represent true background, so the 
results cannot be used to eliminate any contaminants from the evaluation. The comparison 
of dredge soil results to harbor sediment results should be presented separately. 

12) Response to Comment 35 — All contaminants exceeding health-based screening criteria 
should be retained. Evidence that their presence is unrelated to the site should be presented 
separately. 
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13) Responses to Comments 36-45 — Response acceptable, provided the changes are made 
appropriately. 

14) Response to Comment 46 — Response acceptable. The Agency will review the risk 
calculations upon receiving the draft final version of the report. 

Since the revised RI/RA Report was not submitted along with the responses to comments, the Agency 
cannot provide our approval at this time. Once the revised report has been submitted, all proposed 
changes have been verified, and the risk calculations reviewed, the Agency will make a determination 
on whether to approve the report. 

If you have any questions regarding anything in this letter or require any additional information, please 
contact me at (217) 557-8155 or via electronic mail at hrian.conrathajllinois.gov. 

In accordance with Public Act 96-0603, which went into effect on August 24, 2009, any person who 
knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent material statement, orally or in writing, to the Illinois 
EPA commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction is a Class 3 felony. 
(415 ILCS 5/44(h)) 

Sincerely, 

atee2-1. 

Brian A. A. Conrath 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Unit 
Federal Site Remediation Section 
Bureau of Land 

L 
BAC 	GLNTC Site 12 Sitel 2R1RtCrvw 

cc: 	Corey Rich, Tetra Tech, Inc. Owen Thompson, USEPA (SR-6J) 


